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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

It was great seeing so many of you at the
October meeting! Despite the bad weather that kept
Susan Combs from being able to travel from Austin to
speak to us, we had a wonderful turnout and were able
to deliver an outstanding program, thanks to the
attendance of so many Republican candidates that
day. Each candidate was allowed to give a 2 minute
speech. The candidates’ remarks were very
informative and fulfilled one of Magic Circle’s
primary objectives as stated in our by-laws: “to
promote an informed electorate through political
education.”

Following the candidates’ presentations, the
membership approved the 2010 slate of officers as

NOVEMBER GENERAL MEETING

Monday, November 16 Willie G’s Seafood
and Steak House (Pontchartrain Room) 1605
Post Oak Blvd., Houston, Texas 77056. 11:30 am
check-in; 12:00 pm program and luncheon. Cost
for lunch: $25.00 per person CASH ONLY

RSVP to Ann Jackson by phone (713) 782-
3330 or email annwillardjackson@gmail.com no
later than 12 pm Thursday, November 12.

NOTE: The Pontchartrain Room is on the
north side of the building and has its own
entry. You can enter the Pontchartrain Room
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MCRWC
Karen Starr

13122 Boheme Dr.
Houston, Texas 77079
Paid for by MCRWC PAC Treasurer
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2009 MCRWC Board Members

President: Holly Anderson

713-467-3100
handerson(@comcast.net

1st VP Programs: Penny Butler, Chair

713-622-8036
Patricia Dewhurst, Asst.

2nd VP Membership: Annette Horsch
713-665-7887

Recording Secretary: Susan Baumann
713-784-2432

PAC Treasurer: MCRWC PAC

Treasurer: Joan Buschor

Corresponding Secretary: Ann Jackson
713-782-3330
Past President: Robin McGregor
Parliamentarian/Bylaws: Joan Buschor
713-785-0076

Legislative: Martha Wong
713-622-7888

Directory: Anne Murphy, Chair;
Joanne Davee and Ann Jackson, Assts.
713-667-1801
Campaign Activities: Barbara Hauser
713-828-1632

Newsletter/Notifications/Website
Karen Starr
713-932-8528
Social: Lotty Gautschi and Agnes Perkins
713-622-6820; 713-468-0126

Ways and Means: Mary Roland and Barbara Comee
713-861-4384
Awards: Mary Sage
713-782-0141
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Texas Federation of Republican Women
1108 Lavaca Street, Suite 505

Austin, TX 78701 Tel. 512-477-1615
Email: tfrw@tfrw.org

Republican Party of Texas

1108 Lavaca Street, Suite 500
Austin, TX 78701 Tel. 512-477-9821
Email: info@texasgop.org

.
B s E RS EEEES R RE s SEEEEREIRRIEREIIRIIRERERR"

General Meeting Minutes
October 26, 2009
Willie G’s Steak House

President Holly Anderson called the meeting to order at 12:05
p.m. Joan Buschor gave the invocation and Martha Wong led the
pledges. Pres. Anderson welcomed guests, new members, elected
officials and candidates.

Program and General Meeting

1¥ VP, Programs Penny Butler announced that our speaker, Texas
State Comptroller Susan Combs, was unable to be here because of
weather delays. Mrs. Combs offered her apologies and agreed to
come another time. In lieu of our speaker, candidates present
were asked to give a two minute presentation each. Penny
introduced each candidate and was the bell ringer; Joan Buschor
was the time keeper. It was a very timely and important program,
with the upcoming Nov. elections.

Pres. Anderson suggested we enjoy dessert before the start of our
general meeting, and then invited two Board members, Joan
Buschor and Martha Wong, to the podium to make
announcements while dessert was being served. Joan Buschor
distributed an HPD public safety brochure, and she announced a
shopping event for M.D. Anderson. Martha Wong addressed the
11 State Constitutional Amendments on the Nov. ballot. She
explained Amendments 4 and 11 and encouraged us to vote “yes”
on them. She also reminded us of early voting.

Pres. Anderson began our general meeting by reporting that the
Directory addendums were available for us to pick up at the
meeting today, and she put in a plug for volunteering for the
Harris County Republican Party. Treasurer Joan Buschor stated
that the balance of our account was noted in the newsletter. Pres.
Anderson asked for a motion to accept the Sept. minutes as
printed in the newsletter. Martha Wong made a motion to
approve the minutes; Joan Buschor seconded and it carried. Pres.
Anderson announced that Magic Circle has 9 delegates and 1
alternate attending the TFRW Convention Nov. 13-15 in
Galveston.

Pres. Anderson asked Penny Butler to give a report on the
activities of the Nominating Committee. Penny thanked Joanne
Hook for hosting the meeting in her home and recognized the
following slate of 2010 officers: President, Annette Horsch; Ist
VP Programs, Penny Butler, 2" yp Membership, Jessica Colon;
Recording Secretary, Susan Baumann; Treasurer, Anne Murphy;
Corresponding Secretary, Agnes Perkins. Pres. Anderson asked
for nominations from the floor. There were no nominations from
the floor. Pres. Anderson closed the nomination process and
asked for a motion to approve the slate as presented by the
Nominating Committee. Karen Starr moved the slate be
approved; Martha Wong seconded and it carried. Pres. Anderson
stated that a brief finance committee meeting would be held
immediately following the general meeting. The meeting
adjourned at 1:15 p.m.

Susan Baumann, Recording Secretary

Real-Time from
DC and Austin

Legislative
Updates
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The Best Prescription For Health Care Reform By U.S. Senator John Cornyn

Earlier this year, I began soliciting input about health care reform from Texans from across the state and from every walk of life. I sent
personal letters to roughly 300 physician groups, medical societies, and chambers of commerce to solicit their feedback on specific health
care policy proposals under consideration in Congress. From Odessa to Tyler to San Antonio, 1 visited non-profit clinics, workplaces,
hospitals, and chambers of commerce. I met with doctors, insured and uninsured patients’ hospital administrators, and employers and
employees of large, mid and small-sized businesses.

Many Texas families have seen the cost of their private insurance skyrocket. Many are worried about losing their coverage altogether.
Seniors in Texas are concerned about the future of Medicare. The overwhelming majority of these Texans told me they believe our health
care system needs reform, but they did not want to see a full-scale government takeover of our health care system. I couldn’t agree with
them more.

I believe health care reform should focus on lowering costs, which have more than doubled over the past decade. We can lower costs by
realigning incentives for providers, so they focus on value instead of volume. We can create incentives for patients to make healthier
choices. In Austin, I hosted a roundtable discussion with Whole Foods executives and employees who explained the benefits of their unique
consumer-driven health insurance plan, which has lowered their health care costs and opened the doors to quality coverage and more
options. Employees shared how the innovative plan has improved their access, saved them money and encouraged them to lead healthier
lifestyles.

We can reform the private insurance market in every state to encourage greater competition and more choices, without denying anyone
coverage because of a pre-existing condition. We can lower costs by cutting waste, fraud, and abuse in our current entitlement programs. In
College Station, I hosted a discussion on Medicare's role for future generations at Texas A&M University. | invited experts like Dr. Thomas
Saving, Director of the Private Enterprise Research Center at Texas A&M University and former Trustee of the National Medicare Trust
Fund, to discuss with local young professionals the current state of Medicare and the need for immediate reforms to safeguard it for future
generations of retirees who are already investing in the program.

We should also reduce costly defensive medicine by reforming our medical liability laws like Texas has done. In Houston, 1 visited the
Kelsey-Seybold Clinic to see firsthand how the clinic has used $25 million in savings from malpractice reforms to implement an electronic-
records program that has directly improved patient care. I also met with physicians there who have relocated to Texas from other states as a
direct result of Texas’ medical malpractice reform law enacted in 2003. Overall, more than 14,000 doctors have returned or set up new
practices in Texas since the reforms.

These are the real health care reforms I envision for Texans and all Americans. Unfortunately, the proposals pending in Congress will not
lead to real reform, and they will only increase costs for everyone. According to the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office, the bill
recently passed out of the Senate Finance Committee will cost $829 billion, but when it’s fully implemented, the Senate Budget Committee
estimates the real cost to be $1.8 trillion. Either way, it would still leave 25 million Americans uninsured, impose billions of dollars in new
taxes and mandates, and cut more than $400 billion from Medicare. It would take away Medicare Advantage benefits from seniors, and
make Medicaid the only option for 14 million Americans.

The bill also imposes hidden costs on states. The Texas Health and Human Services Commission estimates that the bill would cost Texas
more than $20 billion over 10 years, and add 2.5 million Texans to Medicaid. That would mean billions in new state taxes, or draconian cuts
in education, law enforcement, and other Texas priorities. According to one survey, 91 percent of Texans who buy insurance in the
individual market will see their premiums go up, because Washington will force them to buy more expensive policies.

The debate on health care reform will soon move to the Senate floor, where my colleagues and I will continue to offer better alternatives.
We will fight to reform Medicaid, before forcing more Americans into it. We want to lower costs on small businesses, and enact meaningful
medical liability reform.

Republicans will also continue working with our colleagues to ensure a more transparent process, because Texans deserve to know the
details on what health care reform will mean for them. I cannot support legislation rushed through Congress without giving our people a
chance to know what’s in it. Nor can | support legislation that will do more harm than good, as the current proposals would do. I will
continue working toward better solutions on health care reform, and work to make sure reform will help Texans — and increase access to
quality care while lowering costs at the same time.




